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Centre for Neuro Skills 
Presents A Case Study:

A 9-year-old Reclaims His Life 
Like most third-graders, A.I. was obsessed with iPad apps, Wii games, Little League, and shooting hoops at the 

local recreation center. He spent hours mastering Angry Birds and Lego. He became a budding sound engineer, 

recording audio tracks and experimenting with computer playback tricks. But unexpectedly his utopia crashed. At 

first, flu-like symptoms became so intense that his parents admitted him into the hospital. Soon afterward, his mother 

found him on the floor having a seizure. He was hospitalized and seizure control was achieved, but three weeks later 

he became aggressive, tearful, and seemed to have hallucinations. A.I. was diagnosed with an immune-mediated 

encephalopathy and had an acquired brain trauma as a result of disruptive brain function.

Treatment Goals Identified
He was admitted into Centre for Neuro Skills (CNS) and immediately staff specified 

treatment goals focused on speech, language, executive function, mobility, safety 

awareness, and motor coordination.

After six months at CNS, A.I. was able to express anger in a safe way, identify 

objects and pictures, and cease punching or kicking. He also achieved a higher 

level of vocabulary. He remembered staff names and their office locations. He 

even made jello in a brain mold.

To his delight, the therapy staff came up with an innovative way to test his 

progress. They created a science fair for young patients and A.I. boldly announced 

his project—to build an erupting volcano. On YouTube, he found films about 

vulcanology. He used his art skills to draw volcanoes and brought in toy dinosaurs 

from home to populate his pre-historic diorama. Outside the clinic, he built a foot 

tall paper-mache model, painted it, cast the T-Rexes as fierce fighters, filled the 

volcano with baking soda and vinegar and gleefully watched it puff and fume. 

Social and Intellectual Skills Restored 
His transformation from an angry difficult patient to creator of a mini-Vesuvius was a long road, but his child-like 

wonder had been restored, along with the cognitive, social and intellectual skills to make his dreams come true. A.I. 

discovered that challenging tasks required planning and patience, but the faux lava and steam eruptions were worth 

it. His family is now considering the best classroom experience for A.I. as he prepares to return to school. Meanwhile, 

the CNS staff commemorated his accomplishments in a picture book that holds his artwork, photos and memories 

of all he achieved.

Patient Profile

Injury/Diagnosis: 
Immune-mediated 
encephalopathy/
acquired brain trauma
Deficits: Punching, 
hitting, kicking, 
aggression, behavior/
cognitive issues
Life Status: Elementary 
school student
Discharge Status: 
Returned to school


